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As most of you know these two lakes are owned by the California Department of Fish & 
Game.  It appears that they have some funds to do some things at these lakes.  As 
many of us know Heenan Lake is only open for a short time each year where Red Lake 
is open from the time it thaws out till it freezes again.  They are thinking of doing a Kiosk 
(which we suggested several years ago and offered to do much of the work on.  It was 
too expensive and nothing was ever done about this.  Now Red Lake will receive much 
more pressure until Caples Lake gets a substantial amount of water so it can be planted 
again.  
 
Many problems exist at Red Lake that doesn’t exist at Heenan.  Water craft is one thing, 
such as Jet Skis and other motor boats.  I have met with a couple of F & G biologist at 
Red lake and have discussed this problem.  Pretty much they agreed, gas boats should 
not be on Red Lake, but they also see that an older group likes to fish there with such 
easy access and they don’t want to hurt that relationship.  Heck they own the lake let us 
get verbal on this matter and email F & G your thoughts and feelings about such events.  
This lake is too small for gas powered boats. It is a float tube bank fishery.   
 
They also want to do a small Kiosk at Red Lake and make changes to the one at 
Heenan. I think this too is a great ideal. Communication with the public who use these 
facilities is important.  If they have the funds and only need help to do this I am sure 
some of you will be more than happy to lend a hand.  With that said, can you tell me if 
you would help out with this?  Would you also write to fish and game about the gas 
boats? 
 
Other issues at Red Lake are, speeding boats that means going over 5MPH.  That is 
the current limit on speed.  Human waste mostly from campers and there is no camping 
allowed.  Signs go up and people take them down.  The waste problem is getting pretty 
bad.  Too many fish are taken per person.  If we pay attention it is easy to see this 
happening on a daily basis.  Once guy last year, when I asked him why he had 15 fish, 
he said 15 was the limit.  It is our responsibility as honest fishermen to help if only by 
sending an email or letter to express your concerns and solutions to those that can 
make a real difference. 
Thanks so much….. 
 
        “Let us all help in keeping our environment healthy and safe for years to come” 
He believed that he just did it because he could. 
I know there has been three Deputy Sheriff’s schooled in the fish and game fishing 
codes and they do walk the lakes and rivers. But that is only a small band aide that 
won’t have much influence on any of this.  There was a time that all fishermen took 
pride in the sport.  The abided by the rules and the environment prospered.  Today the 
whole thing is a mess.  Each individual does what he or she feels like, no matter the 
rules or regulations. 
 
Heenan is open with many people fishing there but they do have people working there 
that check the lake everyday all day. 
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